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In Memoriam 


Born: October 17, 1912 
Ordained Priest: July 7, 1935 
Ordained Bishop: December 27, 1958 
Created Cardinal: March 5, 1973 
Elected Pope: August 26, 1978 
Died: September 28, 1978 


HIS HOLINESS 


Pope Sohn aul 1 


(ALBINO LUCIANI) 


inl 


BISHOP AMADEUS RAPPE 
First BISHOP OF CLEVELAND 


Most REV. JAMES A. HICKEY, S.T.D., J.C.D. 
BISHOP OF CLEVELAND 
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MosT REV.CLARENCE G. ISSENMANN, S.T.D. 
BISHOP OF CLEVELAND, RETIRED 


MOostT REV. GILBERT I. SHELDON, D.D., D.MIN. 
AUXILIARY BISHOP 


Most REV. MICHAEL J. MurPHY, D.D., S.T.L. 
AUXILIARY BISHOP 


1853-1868 


he parish of St. Peter was 
founded in February of 1853. 
Bishop Amadeus Rappe, the 
first Bishop of Cleveland, asked 
Father John H. Luhr, who was 
stationed at St. Peter Church in 
: Canton, to come to Cleveland 
and attend to the spiritual needs and wants of the 
German- speaking Catholics who had settled along 
the bluffs overlooking the Cuyahoga valley. 

After the new Cathedral was built on the corner of 

Superior and Erie Street (E. 9th), the German con- 
-gregation worshipped in old St. Mary’s on the Flats. 
The location of the church at the bottom of the steep 
hills and surrounded by businesses was unsatisfactory 
to the people and this only intensified their desire to 
have a church of their own. Having collected some 
money, Father Luhr purchased a 132-sq.-ft. plat of 
land on the southeast corner of Superior and Dodge 
Street (E. 17th) on March 10, 1854 for the sum of 
$8,000. This location at the east end of the growing 
city was unacceptable to the German-speaking 
Catholics who lived on the west side of the river. They 
decided to build their own church, St. Mary of the 
Assumption, at the corner of Carroll and Jersey Street 
(W. 30th). 

While their building was under construction, they 
continued to worship in the old frame church on the 
Flats. The members of St. Peter’s congregation held 
services in the basement of the Cathedral oa Erie 
Street until the fall of 1854 when their first little 
church-school building was ready for occupancy. 


The first daughter parish of St. Peter’s was St. 
Joseph’s. Many Germans had settled south of the 
church in the Woodland area. To accommodate them 
and alleviate the crowded condition in the small 
school, Father Luhr opened another school, named St. 
Bernhardt’s, in a few rented rooms on Irving Street (E. 
25th) in September of 1855. Two years later he built a 
school at Orange and Irving and one of the rooms was 
used as a Chapel. A separate congregation was 
organized in May of 1858 and named St. Joseph. Its 
first pastor was Father Anthony Krasney who had been 
an assistant at St. Peter. 

The parishioners of St. Peter steadily increased in 
number. With each new family, more children were 
coming to the school and it was evident that larger 
facilities were needed. In 1856 Father Luhr ap- 
proached George Dodge to sell him a lot on Dodge 
Street adjoining the large vacant corner he was teserv- 
ing for a permanent church. The land was purchased 
for $1,000 and a two-story brick house was built as a 
Rectory. This allowed the entire second floor of the 
church-school building to be used as a school. 

In the summer of 1857 ground was broken for the 
permanent church which still stands today. When the 
new church was opened in 1859, the entire building 
was converted into the parish school. 

During these days of financial stress Father Luhr 
traveled to many southern Ohio towns, often on foot, 
to collect money from his friends. He even went as far 
as Cincinnati to obtain support for his struggling 
parish of St. Peter. 

In spite of his labors and years of untiring dedica- 
tion, Father Luhr’s pastorate had a sad, if not tragic, 
end. He fired a popular lay teacher on moral grounds 
which had to be kept secret. A number of prominent 
parishioners, belonging to the St. Boniface Society, 
resented the teacher’s dismissal. They refused to ac- 
cept Father Luhr’s decision and began to oppose him 
in every possible way. The Society even withdrew as a 
parish group. Subsequent events proved the wisdom 
of Father Luhr’s action, but it was too late to undo the 
harm. Weary of opposition he resigned the pastorate 
of St. Peter in January of 1868 and returned to Cincin- 
nati where Archbishop Purcell appointed him pastor 
of St. Augustine parish. Father Luhr died there four 
years later on August 2, 1872. 


Rev. Francis Westerhold 


1868-1896 


Father Francis Westerholt was appointed the second 
pastor of St. Peter’s parish and was introduced to the 
congregation by Bishop Rappe on January 19, 1868. 
He was a capable administrator and energetic priest 
who helped St. Peter’s become a large and prosperous 
parish. 

In 1873 additional land was purchased to the east of 
the parish site. The old school was torn down and con- 
tracts were let for the construction of a spacious new 
school building at the cost of $26,000. The school 
opened its doors in September, 1874. Having taken 
care of the educational needs of the parish’s young 
people, Father Westerholt turned his attention to im- 
proving and refurbishing the church. 

In a special way the year 1887 serves as a good 
measure of the growth and prosperity of the parish. In 
the summer of 1887 the priests’ residence was torn 
down and replaced by a large new $12,000 rectory ad- 
joining the rear of the church. At the same time a 
third floor was added to the school building, pro- 
viding the parish with an auditorium complete with 
stage and meeting room facilities. The year 1887 also 
marked the beginning of the second daughter parish 
of St. Peter’s. Father Westerholt put up a frame com- 
bination church-school building on the corner of 
Superior and E. 71st Street to serve as a mission for the 
growing number of parishioners who lived a con- 
siderable distance east of the church. This was the 
nucleus of the new parish of St. Francis of Assisi. 

The Diocesan Synod of 1889 acknowledged the 
achievements of St. Peter parish. It was the first named 
among nine principal churches of the diocese to be 
honored by Bishop Gilmour as a Rectorate with an ir- 
removable Rector, Father Westerholt being named as 
its first Rector. 

Father Westerholt’s years of priestly service and 
dedicated leadership came to a sudden end on 
November 20, 1896. Having just returned from mak- 
ing his weekly confession, he became ill and died a few 
hours later. 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. Nicholas Pfeil, D.D. 


1897-1935 


Because of procedures required by the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore governing the naming of Rectors, 
six months passed before a successor to Father 
Westerholt was chosen. Father Nicholas Pfeil who was 
stationed at Holy Trinity parish, Avon, received his 
appointment as Rector of St. Peter’s on May 10, 1897. 

In the closing years of the Nineteenth Century the 
parish reaped the benefits of the labors of the zealous 
priests and the staunch and dedicated parishioners 
who gave so unselfishly of themselves to glorify God 
and serve their Church. Between 1900 and 1904 addi- 
tional property was acquired; the brick exterior of the 
church was covered with imitation-block stone; exten- 
sive repairs and redecorating were done to the interior 
of the building; and electric lighting was installed. 
October 30, 1904 marked the Golden Jubilee celebra- 
tion of the parish. It was a solemn occasion. The Most 
Reverend Ignatius Horstmann, Bishop of Cleveland, 
offered the Jubilee Mass and the Most Reverend Henry 
Richter, Bishop of Grand Rapids, preached the 
sermon. 

Between the years 1907 and 1909 a large number of 
immigrants came into the parish. Among the 
historical data of 1909 we find this note written by 
Father Pheil, ‘‘St. Peter’s congregation is undergoing a 
change. While the old settlers are either moving into 
the outskirts of the city or disappearing by death, there 
is to be recorded a steady influx of immigrants, 
especially from the German-speaking countries of 
Austria-Hungary.’’ 

In August of 1910 Pope Pius X decreed that chil- 
dren should be allowed to receive Communion as soon 


-as they reached the age of reason, instead of waiting 


until they were twelve or thirteen years of age. Father 
Pfeil undertook the task of instructing all the school 
children from the second grade up and the historic 
First Communion Class of May 1911 numbered 500. 


The next two entries in the parish record book are 
less joyous. World War I saw 81 young men of the 
parish serve in the military, 24 of whom volunteered. 
These were boys of parents who, in most cases, were 
born in the countries against which their sons were 
now to bear arms. It was a time of sadness—good peo- 
ple torn between a love for their homeland and their 
duty to a new land which had given them hope and a 
new life. The second event was the destruction of the 
church steeple, hit by lightning on February 28, 1919. 

On July 3, 1922, Father Pfeil was raised to the rank 
of Domestic Prelate by Pope Pius XI. Three years later, 
July 22, 1925, he was given the honorary title of Doc- 
tor of Sacred Theology by the University of Freiburg in 
recognition of ‘‘his learning, care of souls and out- 
standing generosity to the suffering people of 
Europe.”’ 

The parish celebrated its Diamond Jubilee on 
October 27, 1929. Bishop Joseph Schrembs presided 
from the Throne and preached the sermon at the 
Solemn High Mass offered by Monsignor Pfeil. The 
Bishop mentioned in his sermon how the grand parish 
of St. Peter was becoming a victim of the city’s growth, 
but he said ‘‘while membership is dwindling, the old 
spirit remains strong and unchanged.”’ 

In April of 1935 Msgr. Pfeil was taken to St. John’s 
Hospital with a heart ailment. His main concern was 
that for the first time in his 53 years as a priest, he 
would not be able to take part in the services of Holy 
Week. After four months of suffering Msgr. Pfeil died 
on August 24, 1935. 


Rev. George L. Koob 


1936-1940 

In October of 1936 Father George L. Koob was 
transferred from St. Mary parish in Massillon and ap- 
pointed the fourth pastor of St. Peter Church. He 
served the parish a little short of four years—years that 
were clouded with much controversy and hard feel- 
ings. Living in the shadow of the great Msgr. Pfeil who 
had been Rector for 38 years, Father Koob was fre- 
quently the object of unnecessary and unfair com- 
parisons on the part of some parishioners. It served 
only to make his role more difficult. He was a 
dedicated priest who did his very best to run the parish 
and serve his people well. It seemed, however, that 
there was a mutual misunderstanding on the part of 
both the parishioners and himself and the rift between 
them grew more serious. Realizing he could not cope 
with the situation with any hope of success, Father 
Koob resigned his pastorate with a heavy heart in 
1940. He died in retirement on August 27, 1970. 


RECTORY 


Rt. Rev. George M. Dennerle 


1940-1945 

Father George M. Dennerle succeeded Father Koob 
as the fifth pastor of St. Peter’s on May 10, 1940. He 
had served as an assistant in the parish from 1921 to 
1931 and his return was welcomed warmly by the peo- 
ple. The spread of business and industry in the area 
had taken its toll on the residential character of the 
neighborhood, but St. Peter still had many faithful 
parishioners. 

In the early spring of 1943, the parish began to 
prepare for its Ninetieth Anniversary. Father Dennerle 
had the Sanctuary of the church remodeled, Mass be- 
ing said for the last time on the old high altar on 
March 15, 1943. The Anniversary was celebrated with 
a Solemn Pontifical Mass offered by Bishop Edward F. 
Hoban on October 15, 1944. 

The following year Father Dennerle was reassigned 
and became pastor of St. Francis of Assisi parish on 
Superior. He served there until his death on January 
28, 1958. 


REV. JEROME J. SCHNEIDER 


1945-1975 

On the 18th of October, 1945, Father Jerome J. 
Schneider, who had been an assistant under Father 
Dennerle since June of 1940, was appointed as the 
sixth pastor of St. Peter parish. Prior to his appoint- 
ment in 1940 he had also been an assistant at St. 
Peter’s from 1931 to 1938. Thus his kindness, his zeal 
and his dedication to the parish were well known. 

His first tasks as pastor were maintenance. He con- 
verted the heating system from coal to Illuminating 
Company steam heat; installed a new cafeteria in the 
school; and renovated the parish club rooms. 

The Centennial of the parish was celebrated with a 
week long program. It opened with a Solemn Pon- 
tifical Mass offered by Archbishop Hoban on May 2, 
1954 and closed the following Sunday with another 
Pontifical Mass offered by Bishop Floyd L. Begin, Aux- 
iliary Bishop of Cleveland. The Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of the church was observed on October 25, 1959. 
It was the occasion of congratulations from Pope John 
XXIII who praised ‘‘the impressive record of 100 years 
of service to the faithful in this portion of the Lord’s 
vineyard.”’ 

Especially dear to Father Schneider’s heart was the 
education and moral training of the parish youth. No 
sacrifice was too great when something was needed for 
his school. It was a sad day for him in 1962 when 
sparse enrollment necessitated the closing of the parish 
grade school, but he found consolation in the fact that 
the high school would now be able to expand its 
facilities and accommodate more students. He im- 
mediately turned his attention and energetic labors in 
that direction. 

Plans were drawn up for a modern addition to the 
existing school. This building together with a remodel- 


ing of the old facilities would increase the student 
capacity to 1000. The new building was blessed by 
Bishop Clarence Elwell, Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland 
and Diocesan Superintendent of Schools, on Sunday, 
April 24, 1966. The occasion also marked the 25th An- 
niversary of St. Peter’s as a Senior High School. 

The mid sixties were years of turmoil in the Church. 
Vatican Council II brought about some changes, par- 
ticularly in the Liturgy, that were not too favorably 
received by the faithful. As a rule the older the parish, 
the more conservative were its people and its 
customs—thus making the changes more difficult. 
The priest had to demonstrate extreme patience and 
real leadership to bring his people through these 
changes without offending their sensitivities or 
threatening their faith. 

In spite of the burdens of building the new high 
school, Father Schneider again evidenced his priestly 
spirit and pastoral zeal. With his customary concern 
for his people and his obedience to Church authority, 
he initiated the changes required by Rome. In 1965 he 
began ‘‘modernizing’’ the church, changing the Sanc- 
tuary to fit the new liturgical norms, but at the same 
time preserving the old beauty of the church so that 
the people could still ‘‘feel at home’’ in old St. 
Peter’s. The fall of 1966 was a time of great joy for the 
parish—a renovated and newly decorated church and a 
new high school that was considered ‘‘the latest’’ in 
school design. 

The spring of 1970 brought another major problem 
to Father Schneider. The ravages of weather and time 
had caused extensive damage to the 111-year-old 
belfry and it had to be taken down. A new anodized 
aluminum steeple was designed to replace it. Looking 
at the job when it was completed, Father Schneider 
chuckled and said, ‘‘It only took us 51 years.’’ 

In 1975 Father Schneider celebrated his 70th birth- 
day, attaining the age of mandatory retirement for 
priests in the Cleveland Diocese. Having been or- 
dained in 1931, he had been a priest for 44 years. 42 of 
these years (he was an assistant at St. Boniface from 
1938 to 1940) were spent at St. Peter’s, the last thirty 
as its pastor. It was another difficult challenge to this 
devoted priest, but with his usual resignation to the 
will of his Bishop he accepted retirement graciously. 
He even moved out of the pastor’s rooms early and 
took a small suite of rooms down the hall, ‘“This 
way,’ he said, “‘I’ll leave St. Peter’s from the same 
rooms I had when I first came.”’ 

Father Schneider celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving 
on Saturday, September 6th, which was followed by a 
Reception in the parish Club Rooms. The large 
number of people who came to bid him farewell left 
no doubt that he was indeed a deeply loved priest. On 
Sunday, September 7, 1975, Father Schneider left St. 
Peter’s to live with his sister, Margaret, in their family 
home in Massillon. 


REV. RICHARD F. BYRNE D.MIN., M.DIV. 


by 

Father Richard F. Byrne, co-pastor of St. Mary of the 
Falls parish in Olmsted Falls and Coordinator of the 
Diocesan Office of Conciliation and Arbitration, was 
appointed Vicar Coadjutor of St. Peter’s on June 30, 
1975. At that time he assumed the full administrative 
and spiritual responsibilities of the parish with the 
right of succession as pastor. On September 7, 1975, 
Father Schneider’s seventieth birthday, he became 
Pastor Emeritus and Father Byrne received the title of 
Pastor. 

His first efforts were focused on a thorough census 
of the parish as a means of updating the files and get- 
ting to meet the parishioners on a personal basis. 
When this task was completed he asked the 
parishioners to nominate qualified people to serve on a 
Parish Committee which would assist him in setting 
policies and goals for the parish and eventually be the 
basis of a Parish Council. The parishioners chosen for 
this Committee were: Frank Kirchner, Gert Baller 
(Mrs. Raymond), Edward Willkomm, Carl Primosch, 
Florence Dubbs (Mrs. John), Jack Christopher and Ed- 
ward Scheiman. The Committee began to function in 
January of 1976. 


After two years the first term of office expired and 
Messrs. Kirchner, Primosch and Christopher were 
replaced on the Committee by Dan Rudman, Mary 
Margaret Kist and Gregory Sowa. The Committee has 
arranged several functions for the parish in the hope of 
reviving a real spirit, and helped greatly in formulating 
the plans for the 125th celebration. 

One hundred and twenty-five years of continuous 
service is a definite milestone in the life of any parish. 
Even though the days of her grandeur have faded into 
history, St. Peter parish is justly deserving of a day of 
glory and recognition. In preparation for the obser- 
vance of the anniversary Father Byrne began with some 
necessary repairs on the church building and then pro- 
ceeded to restore and redecorate much of the church’s 
interior. 

Like Father Luhr, the first pastor, he traveled many 
miles to obtain donations from his relatives, friends 
and former parishioners to help his struggling parish 
of St. Peter in a time of financial stress. 

With the help of God and the support of many 
faithful people, October 29, 1978, the observance of 
the 125th Anniversary, will stand out as a truly 
memorable day in the glorious history of St. Peter 
Parish. 


FIRST ASSISTANT PRIESTS AT ST. PETER’S 


‘ 
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Rev. J. P. Kunnert Rev. Henry Kikuem Rev. Silvan Rebholz 
Rev. Jos. Sproll Rev. H. J. Gerhardstein Rev. Theo. Litterst 
Rev. August Schreiner Rev. Francis Senner Rev. J. Christophori 


LATER ASSISTANTS AT ST. PETER’S 


Rev. Nicholas A. Hassel Rev. Cyril Mohr, C.PP.S. Rev. Leo Warth 
Rev. John L. Maurer Rev. Jacob Kuhn Rev. Geo. M. Dennerle 
Rev. John C. Schaefer Rev. Clement H. Boeke Rev. Hermann Siebert, D.D. 


OTHERS WHO SERVED 


Rev. Isadore J. Paulus (1930-37) Rev. Jerome J. Schneider Rev. Donald Peters (1958-62) 

Rev. John Rath (1937) (1931-38; 1940-45) Rev. Lawrence Cahill (1962) 

Rev. Peter H. Schaeffers (1938-40) Rev. Edward J. Nieberding (1945-54) Rev. Bernard Flynn (1962-63) 
Rev. John H. Walker (1954-58) 


OTHERS WHO SERVED 


Rev. Edward Camille (1963-64) Rev. Nelson Callahan (1965-67) 
Rev. Peter J. Woll (1964-76) Rev. John Leahy (1967-69) 
Rev. Gordon Horst (1964-65) Rev. John Krasen (1969-71) 


ather Luhr’s appointment was 
received with great joy by the 
members of the new parish. First 
among their desires was to have 
a church of their own where they 
could worship God in dignity, 
sing His praises in their native 
language, and honor Him with 
the beautiful customs of their 
homeland, customs they wanted their children to 
know and cherish. By the fall of 1854 their dreams 
were realized. A combination church and school was 
ready for use. It was a two-story brick building, with a 
belfty. The first floor served as the church, the second 
floor housed a small parish school and the priest’s 
residence. 

The congregation rapidly outgrew this small church 
(about 40 by 80 feet) and during the summer of 1857, 
ground was broken for a new church building. The 
cornerstone was laid on August 16, 1857 and a little 
over two years later, on October 23, 1859, the church 
was dedicated by Bishop Rappe. The building, ex- 
clusive of furnishings, cost $36,000. A graceful steeple 
which towered 250 feet above Superior Avenue was 
completed in 1865. The following year, Father Luhr 
commissioned the Vanduzen and Tift Company of 
Cincinnati to cast three bells for the steeple. They were 
installed and blessed on February 10, 1867. The 
largest bell was blessed in honor of St. Peter, the 
patron of the parish; the middle bell in honor of Mary 
Conceived without Sin; and the small bell in honor of 
St. Aloysius. 

The choir loft was enlarged by Father Westerholt in 
1883 to accommodate a new pipe organ. Two years 
later (1885), the whole interior of the church was 
frescoed and decorated. Statues were purchased for the 
various altars, and modern gas fixtures were added to 
coincide with the installation of new imported stained 
glass windows. 

Electric lighting was purchased for the church in 
1900 by a parishioner who wished to remain 
anonymous. In the next four years, Msgr. Pfeil made 
extensive repairs to the building. The brick exterior 
was covered with cement in imitation-block stone. Ad- 
ditions to the interior included the installation of new 
pews and copper-plaque stations of the cross. 


February 28, 1919 saw the second major change in 
the church’s exterior appearance—this one caused by 
nature. During an electrical storm, the steeple was hit 
by lightning about 8:00 PM. It burned down com- 
pletely and in falling, set fire to the school building 
next door. It was decided not to replace it. Instead, a 
few ornamental designs were added to the remaining 
square tower. 

The observance of the parish’s diamond jubilee was 
held in October of 1929. In preparation for the event, 
Msgr. Pfeil had the main altar redecorated in white 
and gold to form a central figure for five new canvas 
murals above it. The center picture depicted the 
crucifixion. The other four presented scenes from the 
life of St. Peter. He is shown as the fisherman receiving 
his call from Christ (Luke 5:1-11); after his triple 
avowal of love as the Lord commands him to ‘‘Feed 
my lambs, feed my sheep’’ (John 21:15-17); as he ts 
saved from the wind-tossed waters (Matthew 
14:25-31); and as he received the admonition to 
preach the Gospel to Jews and Gentiles on an equal 
basis (Acts 11:1-18). 

The old high altar was taken down in 1943 when 
Father Dennerle was remodeling the sanctuary for the 
celebration of the parish’s ninetieth anniversary. Only 
the altar base and table were preserved and they were 
altered in size and design. The wooden reredos was 
removed and replaced by a frame canopy with a red 
and gold dossal curtain. Much of the ornamental wood 
carvings and the pulpit were also removed at that 
time. 

The liturgical renewal following the Second Vatican » 
Council necessitated a drastic redesigning of sanc- 
tuaries for the celebration of the liturgy. Altars were to 
be moved closer to the people, with the priest facing 
the congregation as he offered Mass. The sanctuary was 
to be open to the main body of the church and the 
faithful were to receive communion standing instead 
of kneeling at a communion rail. Following the direc- 
tives of the Council, Father Schneider undertook the 
difficult task in 1965/66 of rearranging the sanctuary 
according to the new liturgical norms, while at the 
same time preserving the aesthetic beauty of the 
Gothic architecture. New altars were installed, with 
the altar of sacrifice moved to the end of the sanctuary. 
The communion rail was removed. The wall canvases 
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were trimmed down to the essential figures and 
highlighted by tasteful contemporary designs and 
symbols. The body of the church was also painted, 
redecorated and carpeted. 

A third change in the exterior appearance of the 
church became necessary in 1970. Due to the weaken- 
ing of the 111-year-old masonry, the belfry had to be 
removed, leaving the great bells exposed. A new 
9,500-pound tower of bronze-colored anodized 
aluminum over a steel frame was made by the Overly 
Manufacturing Company of Greensburg, Penn- 
sylvania. The steeple is 55 feet high, topped by a gold- 
colored 15-foot cross. The whole project cost $40,000. 

As the steeple was being raised 90 feet into place by 
a block-long crane, Father Schneider stood across 
Superior Avenue taking pictures. ‘‘He’s as happy as a 
kid,’’ said a parishioner. ‘‘He’s a great man.”’ 

The most recent changes in the church’s appearance 
were occasioned by the need for repairs and the 
observance of the parish’s 125th anniversary. Weather 
damage to the tower and the front of the church 
caused a severe leaking problem. It necessitated restor- 
ing, caulking and waterproofing the masonry, and 
replacing the metal sheets in the window opening over 
the main entrance. A ten-foot fiberglas relief of St. 
Peter, imported from Italy, was donated to beautify 
the front of the church. 

The interior of the church was painted and the sanc- 
tuary redecorated. A gothic wood screen, with a 
mosaic sunburst executed by Winterich’s, was in- 
stalled behind the area of reservation. Two gates from 
the old communion rail were used as the framework 
for a new ambo and the statues of the evangelists 
which had adorned the old pulpit were incorporated 
into the ambo’s design. 

The statues of Mary and Joseph were restored to col- 
or and enhanced by a reredos made from gothic sta- 
tion of the cross frames obtained from St. Joseph 
Church in Freemont. Twin sanctuary lamps from the 
old sanctuary were rehung. The liturgical symbols ac- 
companying the restored canvas murals represent 
Peter’s denial; his desire to be crucified head down, 
considering himself unworthy to die as Christ did; and 
as the Rock upon which the Church is built, his receiv- 
ing the Power of the Keys. The mural depicting the 
Lord’s commission to Peter to ‘‘feed my sheep’’ is 
highlighted by a representation of St. Peter Church as 
it looked originally, set off by the coat of arms of two 
shepherds of the Lord’s flock in the diocese of 
Cleveland, Bishop Rappe, who established St. Peter 
parish 125 years ago, and Bishop Hickey, who 
shepherds us today. 


The central arch depicts the trinity. The triangle 
containing the Tetragrammaton, the Hebrew name 
for God, is surrounded by red, which is the ancient 
color symbolizing divinity. Below that is the Holy 
Spirit in the traditional form of the Dove descending 
upon the Son made Man, who gave his life for our 
redemption. This supreme act of love is continued in 
the Eucharist and the Sunburst, framing the Taber- 
nacle, proclaims the Blessed Sacrament as the source of 
our light, our life and our hope. 


MOSAIC SUNBURST In Memory of Steven Stuper 


Albin & Gertrude Karlinger 
Sophie Ponsier 


Donated by Mrs. Frances Stuper 


ALTAR OF REPOSITION 
Donated by Elizabeth Trenkamp 


The Trenkamp Family 


BLESSED VIRGIN ALTAR Statue: Margaret M. Sowa 
Reredos & Altar: The Joseph W. Sowa, Sr. Family 


Donated by Gregory Sowa 


ST. JOSEPH AITAR 
Statue: Sr. Mary Louis Ryan, C.S.J. 
Reredos & Altar: Dec. of Ryan, Byrne 
& Krimmel Families 


Donated by Fr. Richard Byrne, Kathleen Byrne, 
Mr. & Mrs. Edw. Krimme/ 


t. Peter’s and Catholic education 
go hand-in-hand. In fact, it was 
the strong desire for religious 
training that brought the parish 
inte existence. After the 
Cathedral was opened, the little 
church of St. Mary’s on the Flats 
became the first parochial 
school. The sanctuary was closed 
off during the week to permit classes. The German- 
speaking parishioners wanted religion taught to their 
children in German, even to the extent of having their 
own church and school, if necessary. At first, Bishop 
Rappe was opposed to a separate German parish, 
because he feared it would result in a division of 
strength among Catholics. He did allow separate serv- 
ices for the Germans in St. Mary’s and at the 
Cathedral, but he thought that catechism, at least, 
ought to be taught in English. The Germans, 
however, were tenacious in their stand and finally, the 
Bishop was persuaded to grant their request. 

The first building at St. Peter’s in 1854 was a com- 
bination church and school. The following year Father 
Luhr opened another school (St. Bernhardt’s) in a few 
rented rooms on Irving Street to alleviate the crowded 
condition. The next year (1856), the need for larger 

school facilities prompted the building of the first 
priest’s house—thus enabling the entire second floor 
of the first building to be used as a school. In 1857, a 
new building was constructed on Irving Street to ac- 
commodate the increasing number of children at St. 
Bernhardt’s. Two years later, when St. Peter’s church 
was completed, the original church-school building 
was used exclusively as a school. 

In the fall of 1863, Father Luhr engaged the services 
of the Brothers of Mary for the boys. The girls’ depart- 
ment remained in the hands of lay teachers until the 
fall of 1864, when the Ladies of the Sacred Heart came 
to the school. 

Father Westerholt let contracts in the spring of 1873 
for a new and much larger school. It was ready for oc- 
cupancy in September of 1874. At this same time, the 
Notre Dame Sisters replaced the Ladies of the Sacred 
Heart as teachers for the girls. 

This Order had been founded at Coesfeld- 
Westphalia in 1850 with the help of Bishop Mueller, 
the bishop of Muenster, but the May laws of 1872 


forced them to flee from Germany. At the suggestion 
of Father Westerholt, Bishop Gilmour invited them to 
come to Cleveland and assume the direction of St. 
Peter’s girls’ school. Three Notre Dame Sisters came to 
Cleveland at that time and became known as the 
Coesfeld-Cleveland Community. An interesting anec- 
dote of their arrival to America ts told in the records. 
The Sisters arrived in New York on the fourth of July. 
When they heard the firecrackers and saw the joyful 
celebration, they thought it was a welcome prepared 
for them, and one of the Sisters remarked, ‘“‘How 
wonderful is this new country.’’ From these humble 
beginnings came the Notre Dame Community as we 
know it today. 

The Brothers of Mary taught the boys in the school 
for fifty-nine years. In 1922 they were asked by Bishop 
Schrembs to take charge of Cathedral Latin High 
School and they closed their mission at St. Petet’s. 
When the Brothers left, the Notre Dame Sisters took 
charge of the entire school, which at that time 
numbered 430 students in grades one through eight. 

A two-year Commercial High School course was in- 
troduced in 1924 and continued until Father Dennerle 
expanded it to a full four-year school with particular 
emphasis on vocational training for girls. It was the 
only Catholic school in the diocese to offer a four-year 
course in home economics. In 1944, the school re- 
ceived its recognition by the State of Ohio as a First 
Class High School. 

The high school was coeducational, although the 
boys were far outnumbered by the girls. The last class 
of boys graduated in 1945 and numbered only three. 

As the downtown area became more industrial, 
families moved away and the parish grade school grew 
smaller. By 1937, classes were combined, so that two 
grades occupied one classroom. There were slight in- 
creases in enrollment when the Cathedral grade school 
closed in 1935, and again in 1954, when St. Col- 
umbkille school closed its doors. 

For several years, St. Peter’s grade school was an 
observation school for the student teachers attending 
St. John Sisters’ College. In 1949, it became the col- 
lege’s center for Methods classes. 

The grade school, which was such an integral part of 
St. Peter’s birth and growth, was closed in 1962, 
bringing to an end 108 years of elementary education. 
Today St. Peter’s has sixteen children attending grade 


The School 


ST. PETER’S SCHOOL AND HALL—1929 


~ school in neighboring parishes. 

With the closing of the grade school, Father 
Schneider decided to utilize the facilities by expanding 
the high school. Plans were made to build a modern 
addition to the existing school and remodel the old 
section. This ‘‘new St. Peter’s High School’’ was ready 
in September, 1966. 

In 1971, the Sisters of Notre Dame decided to 
withdraw from the school, just three years short of 
what would have been their hundredth anniversary of 


service to the parish. 

Lourdes Academy and St. Stephen’s High School on 
the west side had merged as one school the year 
before. When the old Lourdes Academy building was 
condemned, a search was conducted for new quarters. 
This combination of circumstances brought about a 
second merger of Lourdes-St. Stephen’s with St. 
Peter’s. The new school was disassociated from the 
parish and renamed Erieview Catholic High School. 


Parish 
Statistics 


1. BAPTISMS 


The records of the first year were kept in the register 
of the Cathedral. The first baptismal entry for St. 
Peter is Philip Kraemer, son of Peter Kraemer and 
Catherine (nee Schnell). Philip was born on the 15th 
of November, 1854 and baptized on the 19th of the 
same month. Thirteen more children were baptized 
during November and December, making a total of 
fourteen for the year. 

The first complete year, 1855, shows 155 entries. 
The number continued to increase, reaching the 
highest point in 1900 with 182 baptisms. 

The statistics for the 125 year period are: 


1854 14 
1855 1d) 
1856-1865 1802 
1866-1875 1797 
1876-1885 1783 
1886-1895 1793 
1896-1899 705 
1900 182 
1901-1910 1792 
1911-1920 1781 
1921-1930 1199 
1931-1940 441 
1941-1950 566 
1951-1960. 392 
1961-1970 196 
1971 16 
1972 7 
1973 ji 
1974 8 
1975 11 
1976 4 
1977 2 
1978 (9 months) 1 


Baptisms to date, number 14,658 


2. MARRIAGES 3. DEATHS 


The first church opened its doors a few weeks before The first entry in the Death Register of St. Peter 
Advent, but there are three weddings recorded for the parish is that of George Grabenstein who died 
year 1854. On November 26th, two couples were mar- November 26, 1854 at the age of 5 years. 
ried: Frank Lenz to Catherine Huhwick and Anthony 1854 9 
VanUtrecht to Theodora Walrafen. On November 1855 80 
30th, Henry Beckmann was married to Louise Erhard. 1856-1865 605 

1854 3 1866-1875 698 
1855 44 1876-1885 582 
1856-1865 386 1886-1895 879 
1866-1875 298 1896-1900 763 
1876-1885 415 1901-1910 456 
1886-1895 424 1911-1920 537 
1896-1900 98 1921-1930 405 
1901-1910 589 1931-1940 376 
1911-1920 264 1941-1950 304 
1921-1930 243 1951-1960 278 
1931-1940 290 1961-1970 255 
1941-1950 178 1971 19 
1951-1960 157 1972 17 
1961-1970 94 1973 18 
1971 6 1974 18 
1972 4 1975 11 
1973 4 1976 10 
1974 4 1977 9 
1975 6 1978 (9 months) 6 
1976 2 Deaths to date, number 6,335 
1977 0 

1978 (9 months) 1 


Marnages to date, number 3,410 


PRIESTS 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. John T. Schaffeld 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Clement Treiber 
Rev. William Harks 

Very Rev. A. J. TePas 

Rev. Joseph Hoerstmann 

Rev. Frank Senn, S. J. 

Rev. Charles Schoenemann 
Very Rev. John A. Schaffeld 
Rev. Henry E. Boesken 

Rev. John Harks 

Rev. EL}. Mises, C.S.C. 

Rev. Joseph Schaffeld 


elig { ous Rev. A. B. Stuber 


i Rev. Leo Reinartz 
4 Rev. George Stuber 
iy ocations Rev. Dordinie F. Alinskas 

Rev. Francis A. Boehnlein 
Rev. Joseph Suneg 
Rev. Henry Friedel, C.PP.S. 
Rev. Joseph Lembach 
Rev. Francis Friedel, S.M. 
Rev. Francis Zwilling 
Rev. George Schmuelling, $.V.D. 
Rev. Maurice Hofer 
Rev. Joseph Buescher 
Rev. Martin Engelhardt 
Rev. Herman Herbst, C.PP.S. 
Rev. Leonard Thome, S.M. 


BROTHERS OF MARY 


Brother John Lammers Brother John Petz 

Brother Matthias Newel Brother Paul Sibbing 
Brother Henry TePas Brother Louis Saletel 
Brother Lambert Weixel Brother George Heyl 
Brother Matthias Kraus Brother Norbert Kleinhenz 
Brother Anthony Saletel Brother Michael Boyle 


NOTRE DAME SISTERS 


Sister Mary Serapnica «<5 ce cn fo Christina Hebler 
Sister Wav TIdGS 4 . «os se Ow can ops Mary Atzberger 
Sister Maty Wlecta .. .. «sien a ese oe Mary Wagner 
Sister Mary Ferdinand .:... «.....«. Caroline Zweidinger 
Sister Meaty Marcella... oes ens Mary Harks 
Siscer Mary Agelbettal/s 22/25 oF. cana Rose Weber 
Sister Mary Valerian. 2.958, Christina Wagner 
Mather Maty Evarista: 000.0900 6  G Anna Harks 
Gites Many Anacleta ei O02. otek eee Mary Entrup 
Sister Mary Saveria’ 0200S eh Caroline Wagner 
Sister Maty Liberata soc. 53... Elizabeth Schulte 
Sister Mary Comm 9G) oe Julia Friedel 
Sitter Mary Vlotian .... 2... 6+... ae Elizabeth Roth 
Sister Mary GeIStG cis oe. Jee ory. Elizabeth Reubelt 
Sistct Maty Hofiada... ...... can 033 Mary Willkomm 
Sister Mary Adolphine ........... Catherine TePas 
Sister Maty Cagmiclita <.. .. ..0 cee oes Lucy Reubelt 
Sister Mary Roemibetta . .. . 2a eo as Mary Buehner 
Sister Mary Pettonilla: ........... Mary Hoenigman 
Sister Mary Mildifed is: . oo 6 cd tenn Rose Willkomm 
Sistek Mayet as. «2 a Pees eee Mary Friedel 
Sister Mary Celestine: .. 0. asi Julia Boehnlein 
Sister Mary Lilltamss::.... 02... Christina Hoenigman 
Sister Mai Pak ee vc sew age Be Anna Grabfelder 
Sister Mary Walburgis ........ Catherine Boehnlein 
Sister Wiki ROG riod. «ove igs sit eye Mary Verderber 
oister Mary Wibertina ......27. Caroline Willkomm 
miset Mary N GON oa Sans ages al Ras Dolores Klavon 
Gert Maly Demise oi cs ee ee Marie Buescher 
Sister Mary ROSE |... ue nye a Theresa Boehnlein 
Sister Mary Pauletta ... 2. 6c wee es oo Marie Sibbing 
Sisiet Mary Bleeda 2. 2. . Sees os 0S Edna Buescher 
Sisper Diep Daniel © on. - ocuyteuesha one oye Helen Buescher 
SISEES IEA ACI at. casar oe a dee we Loretta Reinman 
sister Mary Featicelie < techinoh. ... ; Catherine Schlund 
Sistet Mary Marjotita. ....22....v. /¢. ColletaKreps 
Sister MariceMomca worl. ..-tes Anna Schmitt 
Sule? Mame rvaercs.. aie fois ARO Mary Buehner 
Sister Maty Wilbubrs 2 over... does Theresa Pepple 
Sister Mary Jeniter id eco th.. Sees Shirley Gorski 
ister Maly JeamPattic® .. 26. i .cts esas: Janet Davis 
Sister Maty Lynmatic -.........-- Marcia Willkomm 
Sister Mary Regina Therese .... Ann Marie Boehnlein 
Sister Mary Matleene ......... Carole Diane Geiger 


SISTERS OF CHARITY (Mother Seton) 


Speier DAAIy POCial ay. ho ose ae ohne Sag Mary Hoff 
BiStet Mary IONStIR aires co aes Emma Hebler 
Sister: Marian Joseph=..0...2....- Mary Ann Adams 


LADIES OF THE SACRED HEART 


Catherine Lyman 
Christina Lyman 
Anna Lyman 
Anna Rose Weber 


Louise Deericks 
Margaret Moorman 
Caroline Curry 
Harriet Gilles 


SISTER OF ST. JOSEPH OF ST. MARK 


ta ey a aes eee Wilma Kreps 
FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF LAFAYETTE, IND. 
Sister Mary Bencdiata | £7..5 25: Bernadine Kramer 
sitet Mary dipotias; 72>. Toe. Mary Schoenemann 
Sister Mary conse ns ee sok ace Elizabeth Anthony 
DOMINICAN SISTERS 
Sister Mary Carmnclty.. cvsan've wes 35 Catherine Eck 
Sistet: Mary ennig s ac erwdawneee Mary Fath 


PRECIOUS BLOOD SISTERS 
Sister Maty Mavala... fe ce qs ate soos Helen Buehner 


POOR CLARE SISTERS 
Sater Mia se deh keg eae Se * Mary Zwilling 


URSULINE SISTERS 
ister Mary TR tiala, 2+ dats. Gace hed ¢ Mary Edwards 


HUMILITY OF MARY SISTERS 
ister Maly CCG. o. 5 22 ees eats Anna Weimann 


SISTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
Sister Mary Loretta “2. 25 2. een 24 Louise Edwards 


VISITATION SISTERS (Toledo, Ohio) 
ister Mary De Sales \.. i. - ow oa coho Margaret Otto 


THIRD ORDER OF FRANCISCAN SISTERS 
DICE TAGES PAGE. soe nc G5 22 Rio eee Julia Friedel 


James S. Adamitis 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Baller 
Joseph Buehner Family 

Kathleen D. Byrne 

Rev. Richard F. Byrne 

John and Florence Dubbs 
Erieview Catholic High School 
Galinat and Toderick Families 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Geiger 

Mrs. Edwin J. Gilles 

In Memory of Iacopa and Albert Grisanti 
Henninger’s, Inc. 

In Memory of John and Gertrude Herbst 
Mrs. Frances Hiller 

Cecilia Hoenigman 

Grace H. Inglis 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Krimmel 
Edward J. Krimmel 

Michael Krimmel 

Mastick’s Furniture and Carpet 
Mike McGarry and Sons 

Robert F. Muser 

Rhea Ohl 

Joseph E. Pecek Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Rouge 
Michael Scheiman Family 

Rev. Jerome J. Schneider 

Mrs. Mary Shaw 

Joseph W. and Margaret M. Sowa 
Elizabeth Trenkamp 

Henry Trenkamp Jr. 

Beatrice Vincent 

Rita Vincent 


In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Voll 
and William Stallings 


John J. Winterich & Associates 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Bresnahan 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack J. Christopher 
Dave’s Eagle Super Market 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil J. Golub 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Greene 
The Hammer Wine Company 
Russell and Charlotte Herbert 
Louis M. Heuler 

D. Huebner 

Charles Karlinger 

Henry J. Koenig 

Miss Angela Koren 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard R. Krajczynskt 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Krebs and Anne 
Frank Lembach 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Luppens 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Negrelli, Jr. 
Helen Pecek 

William U. Pecek Family 

Ben and Frances Potthoff 
Edward L. Pucel 

Mrs. Cecelia Ann Southern 
Gregory M. Sowa 

Theodore Sowa Family 

Rosina Steg 

Mrs. Steven Stuper 

Mr. and Mrs. William Stupka 
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Walkuski 
Bill Weber 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ziegler 


Josephine Balbuze 

Mrs. Mary F. Blake 

Reinhart Buehner 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Burke, Sr. 
Charles A. Byrne and Associates 
Shirley, Kelly, and Tracy Carpenter 
Curtain Shops, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas DeMore 
William Fleckenstein Family 
Christine Geis 

Geract’s Bi-Rite Supermarket 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Holzheimer 
Kapton Caulking & Building Restoration, Inc. 
Elizabeth Kernast 

Marge Kist 

Frank and Christine Kirchner 

Mrs. Julia Kirchner 

Joan Koeth Family 

Lawrence Conrad Koeth 

Margaret A. Mahoney 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Miller 

The Monreal Company Funeral Home 
Carl and Mary Primosch 

Pucel Family 

Fred Renner 

The A. I. Root Company 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rudman 
Clarence and Theresa Schlund 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Schneider and Carole 
Mary Seamon, Jean and Ann Marie 
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Seuffert 
Robert Seuffert 

Shanker Industries 

Mr. and Mrs. Florian Soeder 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Stevens and Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Aladar Timar 

Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Tomsick 
Dan Travers Family 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Voll 

The Wawrzynski Family 

Mrs. Joseph Weisenseel 

Anna Catherine Wittner 

Ruth and Mary Witz 


ST. PETER’S SOCIAL CLUB 


Gertrude Baller (Chairwoman) 


Raymond Baller 
Helen Boehnlein 
Shirley Carpenter 
Florence Dubbs 
Joan Koeth 
Wenzel Marschall 


USHERS 

Carl Geiger 
Wenzel Marschall 
Dan Rudman 
Edward Scheiman 


Lee Potochar 

Carl Rouge 
Edward Scheiman 
Florian Soeder 
Edward Sowa 
Gregory Sowa 
Loretta Walkuski 


Edmund Seuffert 
Florian Soeder 
Joseph Voll 


Honorary: Frank Kirchner, Carl Primosch, Robert 


Seuffert. 


Joseph Pecek, died July 28, 1978 (R.1.P.) 


SERVERS 


Weekends: Roscoe Heath, Robert Boehnlein, Wesley 


McKinney 


Weekdays: Dan Travers, Thomas Corrigan 


The Lake Shore Press, Inc. 


